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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, EG, IS, WZ 

SUBJECT: SIMON NXUMALO'S VISIT TO THE MIDDLE EAST 

1. ON JULY 9, SWAZI BORADCASTING SERVICE ANNOUNCED THAT 
MINISTER OF INDUSTRY SIMON NXUMALO HAD LEFT THAT DAY FOR 
A ONE- WEEK TRIP TO THE MIDDLE EAST AND EUROPE. 

2. THIS REPORT HAS AN INTERESTING BACKGROUND. IN EARLY 
JUNE, THE EGYPTIAN AMBASSADOR VISITED SWAZILAND TO DELIVER 
A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT SADAT TO THE KING, 
EXPLAINING EGYPT'S POSITION IN THE CURRENT MIDDLE EAST 
NEGOTIATIONS AND DEPLORING THE SERIES OF VISITS WHICH 

GOS CABINET MINISTERS HAVE BEEN PAYING TO ISRAEL. THE 
MESSAGE URGED THAT SWAZILAND JOIN WITH OTHER AFRICAN STATES 
IN PUTTING PRESSURE ON ISRAEL AND INCLUDED AN INVITATION 
FOR A GOS MINISTER TO VISIT EGYPT. THE ISRAELI CHARGE 
WAS SHOWN A COPY OF THE NOTE BY THE GOS FOREIGN MINISTRY 
AND PREPARED A REBUTTAL. KING SOBHUZA THEN DECIDED TO 
SEND ON OF HIS MINISTERS TO VISIT EGYPT. MINISTER SIMON 
NXUMALO WAS SELECTED FOR THIS TRIP. IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN 
SWAZILAND'S "BALANCED" POSITION, HOWEVER, THIS SAME 
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MINISTER IS ALSO SCHEDULED TO VISIT ISRAEL WITHIN THE 
NEXT FEW MONTHS. 
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3. SIMON NXUMALO IS SWAZILAND’S MOST EXPERIENCED DIPLOMATIC 
TRAVELER AND FREQUENTLY GOES ON MISSIONS ABROAD FOR THE 
KING. IF ANYONE CAN PERFORM THIS DELICATE BALANCING ACT, 

HE CAN. 

LANE 
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